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the New Testament from accepting the highest state-
ment of her historical dignity is the reaction from
the  development  of them  into   the  consequences
which have been notorious for centuries in the un-
reformed Churches.    Protestants, left to themselves,
are certainly not prone to undervalue the saints of
Scripture; it has been the presence  of the  great
system of popular worship confronting them which
has tied their tongues in this matter.    Yet Anglican
theologians like Mr. Keble, popular poets like Words-
worth, broad Churchmen like Mr. Robertson, have
said things which even Roman Catholics might quote
as expressions of their feeling.     But Dr. Newman
must know that many things may be put, and put
most truly, into the form of poetical expression which
will not bear hardening into a dogma.    A Protestant
may accept and even amplify the ideas suggested by
Scripture about the Blessed Virgin; but he may feel
that he cannot tell how the Redeemer was preserved
from sinful taint; what was the grace bestowed on
His mother; or what was the reward and prerogative
which ensued to her.    But it is just these questions
which  the Roman doctrine undertakes  to   answer
without a shadow of doubt, and which Dr. Newman
implies that the theology of the Fathers answered as
unambiguously.

But from what has happened in the history of
religion, we do not think that Protestants in general
who do not shrink from high language about Abraham,
Moses, or David, would find anything unnatural or